i46                CONTEMPORARY ESSAYS.

It may be urged that the moderation of the Articles
contrasts with the pronounced Calvinism of the
Westminster Confession. But the difference is in
degree, not in kind. It is easy to account for the
more systematic statements of doctrine coming after
the great controversy on the five points in the
beginning of the reign of the first Charles.

The issue which was raised in the Gorham pro-
secution was not the adraissibility of Calvinism in the
Church of England. That had been admitted since
the Eeformation. Mr. Gorham had on his side the
Calvinistic [Reformers and their successors, who
believed that baptism conveyed regeneration to elect
children. But as these were known only to God, the
visible Church charitably assumed that all baptized
children were among the elect, and, therefore, re-
generate. The only foundation which Dr. Philpotts
had for his doctrine was by taking literally, in the
baptismal service for children, the words which in the
Office for the baptism of adults, he explained as Mr.
Gbrfiaox did.

In denying the neutrality of the Church of England
as to the doctrines of Calvin, we at "the same time fail
to discover any ground for ascribing to our Eeformers
the principle of compromise or comprehension. It is
possible that the Dean of Westminster only means
that comprehension was the result We cannot find
that it was ever seriously intended, much less openly
proposed. In the time of Henry VIII. Cranmer pro-
ceeded with caution and prudence, as far as circum-
stances would permit him. Tinder Edward his action
,was more decided. If we reckon the Puritan party